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') Hutchings’ house burned. 


{in the church grove than there were 


* fp 
After ithe State of Tilinois was 
admitted to the Union, numbers of 
lers pressed into the state seek- 
and, One family, Wm. and Sar- 
i utchings came. From tax re- 
cords and deeds we find in 1837 
they bought tracts of land from the 
U. S, Government, Three sons, 
John R,, Eli and Wesley W. and a 
son-in-law, Thomas H. B. Jones 
settled in Perry and Washington | 
Counties. In the autumn of 1841 a: 
call came to Elder Peter Hagler, 
| who lived in Nine Mile Prairie and | 
| preached a series of sermons. He | 
‘gave a detailed account of this in| 
the Baptist Banner and Western 
; Recorder published in Louisville, 
Kentucky, dated March 3, 1842. He 
states that John R, Hutchings (who 
lived in Round Prairie), Wm, Le- 
men, S. Eaton, and himself traveled | 
some fifteen miles to the north and | 
held a three day meeting (Oct, 30— 
Novy. 2). Seven or eight persons 
were saved. On December 3 and 4, 
‘John ®. Hutchings and himself 
‘visited the community and consti- 
, tuted a church. The Charter mem- 
bers were John R, Hutchings and 
wife, Thomas H, i8. Jones and wife, 
J. Stilley and this sister-in-law aj 
Mrs. Stilley. It was named Concord, 
In 1842 wnen the Saline Associa-. 
tion held it’s annual meeting Con- 
cord asked admittance to that body. 
It was the only association in the 
i state at that time. Elder John R. 
Hutchings was ithe pastor and there 
were nine members, In 1845 Concord 
! was one of the charter churches to | 


| 


(form the Nine Mile Association, By | 
1846 ithere were 34 members and 
, they had the same pastor. Wesley 
|W. Hutchings gave land from his 
jacreage for the church and his, 
brother Eli gave land for the cem- 
etery. A log church was built in 
Which they worshipped for a num- 
‘ber of years. It burned and a frame 
building was erected. John R. 
Hutchings was clerk of Nine Mile 
| Association for a number of years. 
|'Thomas H. B. Jones, Abner Rice, 
land Andrew Slade were the first 
| deacons. Wesley W. Hutchings and 
Alexander Rice were ordained to 
the gospel ministry by the church, 
‘These men were farmers but past- 
|ored churches, held revivals, bap- 
tizing the conyerts, and organized 
churches, Elders W. H. Carner, J. C. 
| Harris, and George Ward were ey- 
'angelists who conducted revivals at 
tthis place. 

Pioneer families who were affilli- 
‘ated with the church were the Hall, 
Rice, Jones, McCune, Hutchings, 
'Cavender, Slade, Maxwell, Rhine 
‘and others, Harly records went up 
‘in flames when Deacon T, W. 


| 


_ People walked to churen if they | 
lived within a reasonable distance, 
if not they came by horseback, or 
in a wagon drawn by a yoke of oxen. 
The writer’s great-uncle told of! 
there being more yoke of oxen tied 


‘cars parked around ‘tthe church dur- 


| ing the 1920's, 1 


| ny years. 


rey Ss 
the left. Visitors, children and young | 
people sat in the center row. In the } 
right jcorner ‘there were several 
benches on these sat the deacons or 
perhaps a visiting minister. It was 
called the Amen corner. In the left ' 
corner was the organ. Here, too, was ' 
ithe choir, 

Singing of the hymns were either 
in long (slow) or in short (faster) , 
meter, Singers took great pride in 
being able to read music. Their 
hymn books had shaped notes, All | 
the parts could be heard in the 
singing of congregational hymns. 

Church discipline was strictly en- ° 
forced. Members were reported for ! 
Sabbath breaking, profane lan- - 
-guage, immoral conduct, playing a 
fiddle at parties, and dancing. More 
were excluded for dancing than j 
any other sin. A committee was 
appointed to see the offending 
member, counsel with them, and i 
they would appear in person to 
answer the charges against them. 

Services were held once a month. | 
We would call them week endj | 


eleven o'clock Saturday morning, | 
another at candlelight (Saturday | 
evening, Sunday morning at eleven, 


services. There was a service at |) 


o’clock, and a candlelight Sunday ' 
evening. There was no mention of | 
Sunday School, but members tell of | 
their Sunday School teachers and 
classes. After 1900 each year 
Sunday School Superintendent was 


church paying for the literature. 


i) From 1886 there is a continuous 
account of the church’s business Called on these pages no 
meetings, Pastor, Wesley W. Hutch- |from their labors, but their works 


ings, Deacons, Thomas W. Hutch- 
ings, William Hutchings, and Cor- 
nelius Rhine; Trustees, C. ‘R. 
Rhine, J. C. Sherwood, and K. W. 
Jones. The clerk was K. K. Hutch- 
ings. ; : 

In 1889 Elder W. W. Hutchings 
resigned and Elder S. J. Williams 
became pastor. During that winter 
a revival was held, fourteen were 
baptized and nine restored. This 
pastor was to receive $100 per year. 
About this time a young man from 
the church, Alexander Rhine, was 
licensed to preach. In 1891 he was 
ordained to the gospel ministry. 
Several times he was pastor of Con- 
cord Church, but only for a short 
while, probably until another could 
be obtained. He was primarily an 
evangelist, holding meetings and or- 
ganizing churches until he emigrat- 
ed to the State Lord Washington. 
He continued in this work ithere and 
only our Lord knows the extent of 
his labors. 

During the 1890’s Alexander Rice 
Was pastor. A revival held in 1900 
by Elder J. H. Allen resulted in 41 
baptisms, 13 restored, and 2 by let- 
ter, The church voted to go to twice 
a@ month preaching. 

Brothers Silas A. Reidelberger and. 
Thomas B. Hale were ordained dea- 
cons and with Thomas W. Hutch- | 
ings served in this capacity for ma- 
¢ 


At various times State Hyangelists 


church. ‘ 
The Lord’s Supper and the wi 
ing of feet was observed eve: 
at May Meeting (3rd Su 
May). It was an all-day 
a basket dinner at ni Man 
the clerk in recording the 
would add, “Truly the Sr 
God was in our midst,” or ‘ 
a time of rejoicing as our souls 
fed.” Shouting the Praises of ¢ 
was a common occurence. I 
the church invited Elder D. 
ber, Greenville, a very able p: 
and a man who contended th: 
washing of feet to be one of the or- 
dinances, to visit and preach for 
the church at the morning service. 
He came every year for a number of 
years, ; 
John Williamson was ordained 
the gospel ministry, James Demp- 
say, Bert Logan, and Dan Gass to 
the deaconship in 1916. Deacons 
Were ordained again in 1920. They 


|| were Ben Chapman, John Demp- 


say, Richard Todd, and Jake Wil~ 
liamson. ; 
In 1927 the Bert Logan house was 
bought and moved just west of the 
church, This parsonage burned dur- 
ing the pastorate of Elder Ira J. 
Smith in 1933. In Pastor V. Las- 
celles’ years with us the parsonage 
was built again, This simple four- 
roomed cottage has been remodeled 


qa ,and a garage added, 


Time and space will not permit 


elected. There was no record of the | US to tell of all the things and events 


that could be mentioned. Many de- 
voted souls whose names are nob 
now rest 


do follow them. d 

At the February business meet-' 
ing of the church, it voted to ac- 
cept and proceed on the building 
plans drawn up by the pastor. The: 
contract was let to Buescher and 
Ellerbusch of Okawville, The pastor 
has devoted his summer to the work 
and members have donated time, 
labor and contributions to the pro- 
ject 

We come today to dedicate this 
building to the service of God and 
the promotion of His kingdom in 
this community, 

The following is the list of pas- 
tors: John R, Hutchings, Wesley W. 
Hutchings, Alexander Rice, S. J. 
Williams, J. H, Allen, C. H. Hitt, 
Alexander Rhine, W. W. Hodge, J. 
Keith, David Ward, Philip Wheaitly, 
William “®ooher, C. E. Moore, C. 
Renfro, J. B, Kelley, E. L. Wendell, 
J. L, Jordan, J. Polk Richardson, 
M. E. Powley, J. M. Picklesimer, 
Dwight Rushing, C. E, Moore, Ed- 


Win Settle, R, EH, Knight, Earl 
Throgmorton, A. Hagler, J. F. 
Jones, Glenn Hampleman, Ira J. 


Smith, Mal Keene, Lawrence Bird, 
A. L. Fullerton, Eugene Daily, P, D, 
Tittle, J. B. Hall, Frank Marshall, 
| Virgil Lascelles, Harold L, Hagel, 


CEMETERY OF 
THE 
HUTCHINGS FAMILY 


by 


This paper prepared by Stanley Smith and read before 
the Perry County Historical Society at Galum Presby- 
terian Church - June 1957 Meeting. 


The history of the Hutchings Cemetery begins in Robertson Co., 
Tennessee, in early March of 1816. 

Two brothers; John and William Hutchings, who had migrated in 
to Tenn. from their colonial homestead close to the border between 
Halifax Co.,Va. and Caswell Co.,N.C., became disatiffied with their 
environment in Tennessee and decided to push on to the area across 
the Mississippi River from the Illinois Territory. 

The trip was begun in two wagons which contained their families 
and all their earthly possessions. In one wagon was JOHN HUTCHINGS, 
his wife, four children and three slaves. The slaves were AGIS and 
LANDON PARKS, man and wife, and another colored woman named DINAH. 
The second wagon contained WILLIAM HUTCHINGS, his wife, six children, 
and a girl named DELILAH JONES. 

The trip must certainly have been a trying ordeal for as they 
traveled across the Illinois Territory a child in the party became 
so sick as to make further travel a burden. As the wagons approached 
Beaucoup Creek it was decided to camp there until the child showed 
improvement and then to continue on to their destination...Missouri. 

At this point fate was to take the reins and guide the destiny of 
this small band who were seeking a place to make their home. For as 


they were camped on the banks of Beaucoup, the child died. 


And so it was, on the tenth day of May 1616, the child was buried 
on a grassy knoll overlooking Beaucoup Creek. After this the sorrow- 


ing band again started on their way to Missouri. They had traveled 


ole 


to a point southwest of Nashville when the grieving mother of the 
dead child prevailed upon the others of the party to return to the 
grave of the child and there to settle and make their homes. The 
wagons turned around and returned to the sacred spot. As they app- 
roached the creek, on the west bank they found a band of Kaskaskia 
Indians. Not wishing to mingle with the Indians they turned ina 
northeasterly direction a short distence and there remained encamped 
until the Indians left the vicinity of the grave. Then John Hutchings 
started building his first cabin on the NWg of sec 19, TAS, R2W,near 
the grave site, which land he entered on July 25, 1817. 

It appears that this cemetery was never intended for use by anyone 
other than the families of John and William Hutchings. This conclusion 
is arrived at by the small parcel of ground allotted for the cemetery. 
However, there were many persons buried there from families other than 
Hutchings, since the number of graves far outnumber the members of the 
Hutchings family that cancbe accounted for as being buried elsewhere. 
There is much to be learned about the names and circumstances of those 
buried in this cemetery and the possibility of learning more appears 
very dim since there are no stones left, nor anything that would 
indicate it was ever a place of burial for the dead. 

It was never learned wiich of the Hutchings brothers was the 
father of the child that died in 1816, but it can only be supposed 
to have been John, since he built his cabin near the first place and 
the other brother, William, first built some distance South. 

It is estimated by a person who lived on the place in 1900 that 
there were at that time some twenty marked graves. 

It appears certain that John Hutchings and his wife were buried 
there. He died on the fifty of November 1843 and his wife died four 
days later offNovember ninth, 1843. William Hutchings died on the 


/32b 
twenty-eighth of Aug.1865, the date of his wife's death is not known , 


but it might be supposed that they were laid to rest in this family 


spot also. 
Bp -2- 


ray 


There is a stranger resting on that hillside whose coming and 
going the sands of time have not blotted out. For there came to 
Hutching Prairie one day, a minister whose faith was never known, 
put that he had faith can never be denied. He came to his death when 
in an act of faith he attempted to walk upon the water of Beaucoup 
Creek at a time when it was swollen with heavy rains. His body was 
recovered five days later and he was laid to rest in Hutchings Cen. 

It is also known that a Lt. in the Union Army by the name of 
Truster was killed at Fort Donelson during the Civil War and was 
buried there. 

Another grave was filled by Alexander Hutchings who died of 
injuries received in the Black Hawk War at the Battle of Bad Axe 
in 1832. 

+t is known that some of the early Rice family were buried there. 

It is apparent from all information available that the Hutchings 
Cem. was used by all the early settlers in the township until other 
cemeteries became available. After Round Prairie and 01d Concord 
Cemeteries were started I have no evidence of any further use being 
made of the Hutchings Cemetery. The information now on hand would 
make either the Lt. Truster, killed in the Civil War, or William 
Hutchings who died in 1865, the last burials to take place at this 
cemetery. Supporting this is the fact that John Randolph Hutchings, 
a son of the pioneer, William Hutchings, and who figures very prom- 
jnently in the early history of Perry County, died on June 23rd, 1869 
and his burial took place at 01d Concord, which woud also indicate 


that the old cemetery had been abandoned by this date. 


In gathering the information on the Hutchings Family, the RICE 
family name appeard at every turn. It was not until I compared the 
information I have on the Rice family that I became aware that a very 
close relationship of marriages between these two families has lasted 
through five states and past 160 years. In any cemetery you will 


~ Be 


the two family names never very far apart. It is possible that 
this relationship goes back farther than 160 years, but that is as 
far back as information is available at this time. 

And so it is that all those who can trace their lineage down from 
the pioneers, John and William Hutchings, owe their existance in 
Perry County to the Hutchings Cemetery and the child who died here 
on May tenth, 1816. 


Stanley Smith 


Copied from his original report 
by Elizabeth E. Spurgeon...dune 1957 
Pinckneyville, Illinois. 


Recopied again July 19th, 1986 
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This paper prepared by Stanley Smith snd read before 
the Perry County Pistorical Sosiety at Galum Presby= 
terian Church = gune 1957 Meeting. 


the history of the Hutchings Cemetery regina in Eobertson 
County, Tennessee, In sarly March of 1816, 


Two brothers, John and William Hutchings, whe had migrated 


Pye 
? 


in to Tennessee from thelr colontal homestead elose to the 
border between Halifax County, Virrinta and Caswell County , 
North Carolina, became dissatisftec with thetr environment 


in Tennesses and decided to rush on to the area seross i 


a 
ce) 


Mississirpi River from the Tllinots Territory, 


The trip was bemun in two wacons which contained their fam 


” 


{Lites and all their earthiv possessions, In one waron was JOH 


HUTCHINGS, his wife, four children, and three slaves, The 


Slaves were AGTS and LANDON PARYS, man and wif ‘e, ard another 


RTA 


colored woman named DINAH, The second wagon contained WILLTAM 


HUTCHINGS, his wife, six children, and a cir] named DELILAH J9 


The triy must certainly have been a trying ordeal for as the 


traveled across the llinets Territory a child in the party 

became so sick as to matké further travel a burden, Aas the 

wafons af proached ethane Creek It was decided to camp there 
@ 

until the child showed improvement and then to continue on 


s 


to thelw destination....Missouri, 4 
At this point fate was to take thé reins and eulde the 
destiny of this small band who were seeking a place to make 


’ 
their home, For as they were camped on the bans of FPeaucoup, 


the child died, 


N 
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And so it was, on the tenth day of May 1915, the chiid was 
buried cn @ vrassy knoll cverlocxilus Beaucoun Creek, After 
this the .sorrowing band again startec on thetr wav to Missourt’, 
They had traveled to a point southwest of Nashville when the 
grieving mother of the dead child yrevailed vron the others of 
the party to return to the erave of the chiid and there to settle 
and make their homes, ‘The warons turned around and returned to 
the sacred spot, As they arrreached the ereek, on tre wast bank 
they found e band of Kasvaskia indians. Net. wishing to minele 
with the [ndians ney turned in a northoasterly éirection a 
Short disvsnce ane there remainadr encayoéd until the Tndians 


left the vicinity of thé grave. Then John 'itch’nes stacted 


a6 . 7 ee a ; is : 
biif ldinas Bis Purse eabin on the Ws ar Section pe ee ii ownshin “is, 


» hear tne wave site, which land he entered cr dyig 26,1837, 
Tt apovars that this cem&tery was never intended for use by 
anyone other than the fatlies of Jonmn end William Hutchings. 
This conelasion is arrivea at by the small varcel of' pround 
allotted Sor the cemetery. However, there were many persons 
burted there from families other than Hutchings, since the 
number of sraves far outninber the members of the Hutchings 
family that can he aceninted for ag being hurted elsewhere, 


There is mich to be learned ahcut the names and cireumstances 


rs 


of those buried tn this cemeterv and the ressibility of learning 


more arrears very dim 


(2 


ince there are no stones left, ner any thing 


that worl’ indicate tt was ever a place of burial for the dead, 


a we 
Which | 
It was never learned wéeth of the Hutchings brothers was the 
father of the child that died in 1416, but it can only be suppe 
g * 4 
osed to have been John, since he built his cabin near the first 
Bkace and the other brother, William, first built sone distances 


South, 


It is estimated »y a persen who-lived on the place in 1900 
é 


that there were at that time seme twenty macked graves, 
Tt appears certatn that John Hutchings and his wife were 
buried there. He died on the Fifth of Novamber 183 and his 
wife died four days later cn Nevember ninth, 1913, William 
Tutehinzs died on the twenty-€lghth ef Auwtst 1865, the date 
of his wife's death 18 mot known, bit it might te surpnosed 
that they too were laid to rest in this family spot. inf: 


Theré 1s one stranger resting on that hillside whose coming 
and zoing the sands of time have not blatted cut. For there 
came to tutchings Prairie one day a minister whose faith was 
never known, but that he hac faith can never be denied, He 
came to his death when in arn act of Laith he attempted to wa lk 


upon the waters of Reanconr Creek at a timc when it was swollen 
with heavy rains, His bodv was recovered five cays later and he 
was laid to rest in Hytavines Cemetery. 

Tt its also known that a Lt. in the Union Army by the name of 
Truster was killed at Port Donelson during the Civil War and 
WAS buried there, , 
Another grave was filled by Alexander Huotebings who died of 


injuries received in the Black Hawk War at the Pattie of Bad 
Axe in 1832. 
T& ts known that some of the early Rice family were buried there, 
Tt ls #pparent from all information available that the Hutchings 
Cemetery was used by all the early settisrs in the township until 


* 


& 


ol ie 

other cumneterys boc¢ars available, 4Avter Toune Prairie and Olid 
Concord Cemeteries were started J have no avinence of any further 
use beins made of the Hutchings Cemetery, The information now 
on hance would mate either the Lt, Troster it11ed in the Cryil 
war or Willtam Hutchings who died tn 1845 the last burials to . 
tave place at this cemetery, Suprorting this ts the fact that 
John Randoelrh Hutchings, a son cf the cloneer, Wilitam Pitoni ngs, 
and who Pisnrec very srominentily tn the early history cof Perry 
County, dted on June 23rd, 1869 and his burtal took place at, 
Old Concord, weteh would alse indicate: that the old cemetery 
had been abuandsned by th's duke, , 

In gathering the invermatior on the Putebings fautly, the 
RICE family name avveared at avery turn, ‘¢t was not until] I 
compared the information T have on the Rice fartly that I became 


aware that ‘a very close reiationshic of marrtares hetween these 


two familics has lasted throvurh five states and the rast 160 years, 


-In any cemetery you will ftrd the two amily names never Wery far 


apart, it 1s vossible that rhis relationshi: goes back farther 
than 160 years, but ‘hat is as fap back as inf'urmation is avatle 


able at th! time, 


2 


And so i 


ce 


is that all those who can trace their Lineage gown 
from the ploneers, John and William Hutchines, cwe thetr extstance 
in Perry County to the Hutehines Cemetesy and the chiid who ated 


here on May tenth, 1816, 


Stanley Smith 


Copled from his original report 

i Sh “.« Spurgeon...dune ‘1 
ee ep a ‘ey 
ille, illinois, 


Ir 


<O 
VL 
SJ 


